| ERLINDA ATTENZA, ABRANTES RN
| 23835 Spring Brang :
- Murricta, CA 92562

| Registered Nurse License No. 424649:

| In the Matter of the: Accua*atlon Avamst ' . Case No. S0 4 D " é é

Respondént. |

Complainant alleges:
‘, PARTIES .
1. Louise'R. Bailey, M.Ed, RN (Complafnant) brinigs this Accusation solelyin‘her

official capacity. as the Intetiny Exectitive Officet of the Boardiof Registered Nursing, Department
| of:Consuther Affairs (Board). |

2. OnmeoraboutApril 30, 1988, the Bogdggﬁ:f{agi:s;eféd-' Nursihg issued Registeréd Nuitse |

Livense Number 424649 fo Frlinda Atienza Abrantes (Respondent). TheRegistered Nurse

| License was in/fill force and effect at all tines télevantio the-charges brought herein;.and will

| expite-on Jantaty 31,2012, ualess renewed.
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3, This Aceusation:isbroughtbeforethe Board under the authority of the following -

il laws, All section referencesire to the Busitiess'and Professions; Code:unless othervise indicated:.

4. Section 2750-of the Busitiess dnd Proféssions Code: ("Code") provides, in pertinent

' part, thatthe Board'may discipline any licensee; ingluding.a licensee holding & temporary or-an
| inactive license, for any-regson provided:in Article:3 (commeneing with.section 2750) of the:

| Nusrsitig Practice.Act.

5. Section 2761 of the Code:states, il pertinenit part:

"Ehe bosrd may take-disciplirary action against.a certified or licensed nurse or.deny an.

¢ application for & certificate.or license for anyof the following:

*d) "Unprofes sionai-;ceﬁaﬂu;;g,}wiﬁch;imﬁaes_, bitt isnet limmiited to, ‘the; following:

"(1) Incompetetics; or grossiegligence in carrying.out usual certified or licensed nursing,

| funstions.

[ 43

"(@) Violating or aftempting 1o violate; divectly orindirecty; or assisting in orabetting the |
| violating.of, or conspiring fo violate any provision or term ofithis chapter [the Nursing Practice:

| Act] or regulations adopied pursuantfo it.

£ K73

6. ‘Section 125.3 ofthe Codé provides, inpertinéiit part, thet the Board may requéstithe:

| administrativelawjudge to divect a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations-of |

|| the Licensitig dct to: pay-aisur mot torexcesd fhie reasonable:costs:of the investigation and

enfotcement of the case.

7. CaliforniaCode of Regnlations: (Regulation); titte'16; section. 1442, states:

" As used i Section 2761 offthe code; ‘gross negligence” includes an.extreme. departure from

thie. standard:of carg which, under similar circumstances, would have:ordinarily been exercised by
acompetent registered nurse, Such an extreme:departure means:the repeated: faflure 1o provide

| nursing care as equired orfailure torprovide:care or to exercise ordinary precaution'in a:single

Acgusation
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| Respondent that herwas pushed down by an indivi

| situatior: which the ninrse knesw; or should have known, could have jeopardized the client's health

i orlife

8. . Californig Code of Reghlations (Regulation), title 16, seotion 1443, stafes:-

iAgused in Seetion 2761 vf the-cods, “incompetencs’ means thedack of possession,of or the |-
| failiare o exercise that dégres of learning, skill, cate and expefience rdinarily possessed and.

| exercised by & competent registered:nurse-as-deseribed'in Section 1443 5"

(Unprofessional Conduict - Grass Negligence: and/or ncompétence)

9. Respondentissubject to disciplinaryaotion ynder section 2761(a)(1).and Regulations

| ‘1442-and 1443, in that shewas grossly negligent-and/or incompetent, The circumstances are as

follows:

Heslth, Metropolifan Stafe Hospitals Nerwalls California. Gn or about August4; 2007,
|| Respondent vwas the Relief AV Shift Lead.. Atapproximatefy 9 am;, Pationt DS, reported to

| Respondent was asked by/C.B., the Senior Psychiatric: Tecnician, if she was going to-do an
| assessment.and ofhernecessary documentation.of the incident; Respondent indicated that she

| wes:

[1. When-CB. retumed fo fhie-uiit at dpproxiritately 2'piin., she.discovered that the

Special Tncident Report and pain assessment-was, sot completed by Respondent, nor-had.

| Respondent delegated these-duties;to anotherregistered narse: In fact, F.M,, a psychiatric
| technician assistant, had tg personally summon the:doctor biecause Respordent:did niot complete-
| horresponsibilities. C.B. them instructed Resporident again to complete the Special Tciderit

- Réport and pain.asseSsment.

12, Anx-reyof Patient DS, was completed atappraximately’$ pm., and revealed that

the patient had & fracturedright hip. He was transported to LAG/USC; for emergency services.
13. Respendent’s inactios ¢aused s innecesgary delay in the. diagnosis.and treatmerit of: |

|| PatientD.S.%s:hip fracture.

Accusation [
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14. As @ tesult ofithe above inciderit, an Adverse Action consisting of a 2-step salaty

| seduction was filed against Respondent for violations of Governmerit Code-sections 19572(d)aid |
i {f){insxeusablenicglect of duty and othier failure:of good behavior either during.or outside of duty
“hours thiatds of Such & nature that it canses-diseredit to the appointing avthority ot the person’s. |
:., ¢ #f,l.pl oyment. The Adverse. Action alse.included & July 11,2007, iﬁﬁid’ent_wjjei'.é:fi{fesgon&entfléﬁ &

@ patient unsuperyised-on-two occasionsy. -

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Unprofessional Cotiditet - Gross Negligence:and/ot Tncompetenice)

15, Respondent is subject fo disciplinary action videt section 2761(a)(1) and Regulations |

| 1442 and 1443 in that she'was:grossly negligent and/or incompetent. The circumstances are:as

followrs:

16. .Atapproxiriately 1:20-pm., on of about Aptil 14, 2008, while.cmployed as a

| Police Departmerit received-a call requesting assistance i Ugit412. The officers observed a

patient erying.and demanding to be serit to LA Gounty/USC Hospitel, The patient had a large

open-wound in her.abdomen-area. A second femalg patient was in the festroom: screaming and

| banging the walls, for atfention.

17. At that time; Respondent was in Unit 412*s nurse’s station. When:the officers

| approachéd Respondent and asked for her agsistance; she refusel to exitiand assist the-officers
and theinjured-patient. Approximately 15 to 25 patients then enitered the urit, and became:
 agitated when they saw theofficers. A patientattacked ong ofithie officers.

18. The officers ratioed forassistance and to report Respondent’s refusdl to assist. When |

Respondént was interviewed about the incident, she falsely stated that the officersneverasked for|

her assistance.

19. As aresult of fhisincident, an Adyerse; Action recommending that Respondent be

| dismissed from ber Registered Nurse:position was filed for violations of Govepiment Code

- sections (¢); (4), (0; (0)-and (1) {inefficiency, inekcusable neplect of duty, dishonesty, willful
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disobedience, and other failure6f good behavior sither duribg of oitside of dutyrhours that isof |

| ‘such a nature thatis-causes diécnediﬁt to the appéinting authotity or the.person’s-employinent),

PRAYER

WHEREEORE, Cofaplainanit:réquests:that,a hearinig beheld o the matters hereinalleged,

| and thet following the heating, thie:Board.of Registered Nursing issie a decision:

1. Reyoking:orsuspending Registéred Nurse License Nmber 424649; issued o Erlinda

| Afienza Abrantes;

2. OrlésitigErlindd Aticiiza Abrantes to pay the Board of Registered Nursing the
reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcerent.of this case, purstidnt:to Business and

Professions Code section 125.3; and-

3. Tdking suchother and further action as:deemed fiecessary-and proper.

Camplamant

SD2008300287

Aceusation |




